
Tamarack Pest Control 

Multicolored Asian Lady Beetles 
 

Are you ready for these uninvited “guests”? It’s 

commonly thought that these bugs were introduced 

into the US by hitchhiking a ride from freight ships. 

While these ladies have a voracious appetite for 

aphids, scale insects and other orchard pests, they 

have become a nuisance to many homeowners. 

 

These little lovelies are slightly larger than our 

friends, the native lady beetle. They may be yellow 

or red in color and may or may not have up to 19 

spots on their wings. Adults actually have an initial on 

them, in the shape of a “M” or “W” pattern (who know they could spell?) on their cream or 

yellow colored “pronotum”, the shield that hides the thorax and most of the head. 

 

While sometimes they do give a little bite, they are mostly harmless.  Like boxelder bugs 

and cluster flies, they gather on buildings in late summer/early fall. They don’t like the 

cold, and will knock on your door after a few nights of freezing temperatures, looking for 

some warmer place to sleep.  

 

They are triggered to migrate inside by a period of2 – 3 of cold days, followed by a day of 

Indian-summer warmth. This usually happens around mid to late October, taking place a 

little after their roommates, the cluster fly, migration. They are drawn to light-colored 

buildings, resting on the south and west facing sides and are usually up high. They can be 

discouraged by pest proofing holes and cracks through the use of caulk. Soffits that are 

made with lay-in panels of corrugated sheet metal are especially inviting and should be 

caulked. 

 

Since they “overwinter” inside of structures they can be a problem on sunny winter days, 

when the warmth from the sun causes them to stir, and some may emerge in to the home. 

 

The most effective control measure is treating the structures with an insecticide to 

prevent them little ladies from entering in the Fall. Treatments are done usually between 

mid-August and mid-September. I use either a power-sprayer or a backpack sprayer, to 

get into all of those hiding places. One or two other visits during the winter may be needed 

for the inside, but that doesn’t happen often. 

 

Message me or give me a call to schedule your treatment! 

TamarackPestControl.com 

Mike: 218.464.2225/tamarackpest@gmail.com 


