
Tamarack Pest Control 

Cluster Flies 
 

You know them, you’ve seen them! A dark buzzing mass 

approaching your house in August. Before you run for the 

cellar, get to know your uninvited guests before they are 

knocking on your door! 

 

Cluster flies are a bit bigger than house flies (1/4” long 

or more). They differ from house flies in that house 

flies have four distinct black stripes on their thorax 

(the area behind the head); cluster flies do not have 

these stripes. They have a crinkly gold colored hairs on the sides of the thorax. 

 

Adults spend the winter in large clusters inside walls and attics, and that is why they are 

called “cluster flies”. 

 

Adult flies migrate to structures only in Autumn, spend their time indoors in the Winter 

and they lay their eggs in the Spring in the ground. When hatched, they move their way 

into the digestive tracts of earthworms (say what?) Yep. Earthworms. They don’t breed 

inside of buildings at all, but do like to “vacation” in them during the winter. 

 

Typically, they like to get a nice tan on the sunny side of structures. When not sunning 

themselves, they’ll nap in cracks, including gaps in siding, soffit, attic vents, window 

frames…you get the point! You may see them venture out of their private hideaway on 

warm winter days for a stretch and to work out a few kinks. 

 

The most effective control measure is treating the structures with an insecticide to 

prevent them from entering in the Fall. When treated, flies that try to get in have a not 

so happy ending. Treatments are done usually between mid-August and mid-September. I 

use either a power-sprayer or a backpack sprayer, to get into all of those hiding places. 

One or two other visits during the winter may be needed for the inside, but that doesn’t 

happen often. 

 

Message me or give me a call to schedule your treatment! 

TamarackPestControl.com 

Mike: 218.464.2225/tamarackpest@gmail.com 

 


